NEWSLETTER
May 2015
- Castle News -

Friends

of
Tamworth Castle and Museum

Reviewing the last year, Castle Heritage
Registered Charity Number:- 1082468
Services Manager, Louise Troman, has reported that
takings at the castle were up on the previous year, even though visitor numbers
were slightly down. The drop in visitor numbers was expected, as the previous year
saw the comple$on of Heritage Loery Fund work, which temporarily bumped up
ﬁgures.
A “Mystery Shopper” has visited the castle on behalf of VisitBritain, the na$onal
tourism agency responsible for promo$ng Britain worldwide. Feedback from them
was very posi$ve, with high marks being awarded for the majority of those aspects
of the Castle that were evaluated.

- Friends News Annual General Mee ng
The Friends AGM took place on Friday 24th April. A number of commiee members
were standing down this year, so Chairman Dave Ansell asked for nomina$ons for
new members to replace them. Two nomina$ons were received and they were
duly elected to the commiee, in addi$on to those exis$ng members who
presented themselves for re-elec$on.
Among other items discussed was a proposal to change the membership renewal
date to make it the same for all members, rather than on the anniversary of
joining, to simplify the renewal process . As this would represent a change to the
cons$tu$on, it was suggested that the holding of an Extraordinary General
Mee$ng at a later date be discussed by the commiee. Members will be given due
no$ce of any such a mee$ng, in line with the requirements of the cons$tu$on.
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Friends Stall
The Friends stall will again be making appearances at a number of events around
Tamworth, including “We Love Tamworth” on Saturday 22nd August 2015. These
appearances are being organized by Maureen Sherwood and Pauline Walsh, who
would welcome volunteers who would be willing to help man the stall: Maureen
can be contacted on 01827 66150, or by email at the “admin” address shown in
the “contacts” sec$on towards the back of this newsleer.

Summer Raﬄe
Last year’s Summer Raﬄe was a huge success, raising much-needed funds for us to
help with items at the Castle. We hope that this year’s raﬄe will be supported at
least as well, and $ckets will soon be available. The prizes this year include a £100
cash ﬁrst prize, $ckets for 4 to Drayton Manor, a champagne a@ernoon tea for 2 at
The Belfry, plus prizes donated by Christopher’s Restaurant, Strykers, Odeon
cinema, The Snowdome, Planters, and Tamworth Castle.

Friends Lunch Club
The ﬁrst Friends Lunch took place on 26th March and was a great success,
with 18 people aending. This will con$nue as a monthly event, taking place on
the last Thursday of every month, between 12:00 and 2:00 at the Globe Inn in
Lower Gungate.
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St. George’s Day Stall
The St. George’s Day event
was a huge success again
this year, arac$ng many
return visitors from last
year’s event. The Friends’
stall looked even more
glorious this year, ﬂanked
by eye-catching Friends
posters that can be seen in
the picture to the right.
Friends Secretary Maureen
Sherwood is manning the
stall.

Pat Thompson
Is was with sadness that we learned of the death in April of Pat Thompson. Pat
was president of the Friends of Tamworth Castle between 1997 and 2010, and was
involved in many of the Friends’ ac$vi$es during her years as member and
president. She will be remembered with fondness by all who knew her.

- Talks The Past Beneath Our Feet
By Jim Wall in the Great Hall, Tamworth Castle
On Friday 4h September 2015 at 7:30pm
For 15 years Jim Wall has been a member of the Bloxwich Research and Metal Detec$ng Club, one of the largest and longest-established such clubs in the country.
He has unearthed a number of treasures, including a Saxon gold and garnet pendant, a gold posy ring (found in a Drayton Basset ﬁeld) and a Saxon silver strap.
Jim will talk about metal detec$ng and some of the items he has found. Bearing in
mind the fact that the Saxon Hoard was found by a detectorist, perhaps you may
like to see what is involved in this ever-more popular ac$vity.
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757—The Murder at Seckington
By Chris Harris in the Great Hall, Tamworth Castle
On Friday 5th June 2015 at 7:30pm
Æthelbald, king of the Mercians, was treacherously and miserably
murdered in the night by his own bodyguards at Seckington.
Chris Harris has spent the last few years searching for answers.
Aethelbald was a true storybook character from the age of heros and
legends.
Why did he spend the night at Seckington, four miles from his stronghold at
Tamworth?
Who ploed his demise?
We will be looking at sites Chris has visited that were involved in this
mystery, including both Seckington and Repton, plus other surprisingly faraway places. Some of the facts he has uncovered will surprise you.
Do you have any informa$on rela$ng to this murder ?
Come along and join in the inves$ga$on

Murder, Manslaughter and Strange Deaths
By Dr Richard Churchley in the Great Hall, Tamworth Castle
On Friday 2nd October 2015 at 7:30pm
Richard has more than thirty years experience in local and family history
research and in 2010 was awarded a doctorate at the University Of Birmingham for his study of occupa$ons in the Alcester and Redditch area
1660-1840. If you aended his talk on “Folklore and Fold Songs of the West
Midlands” at the Castle in 2013, you may recall the engaging and interac$ve style of his presenta$on.
In this talk, Richard will discuss strange deaths and unexplained deaths in
Warwickshire and Worcestershire, some of which you may be familiar with,
but not in the detail which Richard will reveal.
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- Trips, Social & Other Events King Richard III Visitor Centre and Leicester Cathedral
Wednesday 17th June 2015
This trip will take you to the King Richard III Visitor Centre in Leicester, followed by
a visit to Leicester Cathedral.
King Richard III was killed at the Bale of Bosworth in August 1485, and buried by
the Grey Friars in their friary church. Over recent years, research by Leicester
University and the Richard III Society indicated that Richard was buried in what is
now a city car park at Greyfriars. In August 2012, a@er a few days careful
excava$on, a skeleton was found that was proved in 2013 to be that of the King.
The Visitor Centre stands on the site of Richard’s burial, and oﬀers visitors a chance
to learn more about the King’s life and death, and details of the fantas$c detec$ve
work involved in loca$ng the burial site and proving the iden$ty of the skeleton.
Leicester Cathedral (the Cathedral Church of St. Mar$n) was built on the site of a
Roman temple. The earliest church on the site was built in Saxon $mes about a
thousand years ago; this was replaced by a Norman church, although most of what
can b seen today is a Victorian restora$on. The church was made a cathedral in
1927.
The price of this trip is £22 per person, which includes coach transport. The coach
will pick you up in Corpora$on Street, Tamworth, at 09:30.
If you would like to join us on this trip, please complete the booking form that can
be found at the back of this newsleer.

Dudley Canal and Caves (Provisional)
Saturday 5th September 2015
This trip includes a two-hour narrow boat trip along the 2.9 km length of the
mighty Dudley Tunnel, deep beneath Dudley Castle Hill. You will be given a
comprehensive tour of the limestone mine and caverns, including a video show
explaining how the limestone was formed, a reconstruc$on depic$ng how the
limestone miners worked in the 18th century and an astonishing music and light
show in the Singing Cavern. You will also be oﬀered the chance to try your hand
(leg?) at the tradi$onal art of “legging”, where you will propel the boat along by
“walking” along the roof of the tunnel. (This is currently a provisional trip: further
details will be included in the July news leer.)
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Friends Events for 2015/16
05/06/15:

Talk “757-The Murder at Seckington”

17/06/15:

Trip to the Richard III Visitor Centre & Leicester Cathedral

04/09/15:

Talk “The Past Beneath Our Feet”

05/09/15:

Dudley Canal trip & limestone caverns

02/10/15

Talk “Murder, Manslaughter & Strange Deaths”

31/10/15:

Children's Halloween Event at the Castle

06/11/15:

Talk “Ken in His Other Hats”

13/11/15:

Beer & Skiles at the Aldergate Club

23/01/16:

Friends fes$ve meal (venue to be decided)

05/02/16:

Talk “Stories of the English Coinage”

04/03/16:

Talk “Puppets Around the World”

22/04/16:

Talk “Treading the Boards”

Contact Details
Where booking slips are included with the newsleer, please complete these and
send, with payment, to:
Sue Evans, 48 Barbara Street, Tamworth, B79 7EJ
If you do not have a booking slip or would like more details about a trip, you can
contact Sue by phone on 01827 55916 or by email at
social@tamworthcastlefriends.org
If you have any ques$ons or sugges$ons regarding newsleers, please contact
Roger Ashford by phone on 0790 0088960 or by email at
newsle@er@tamworthcastlefriends.org
Membership queries should be addressed to
membership@tamworthcastlefriends.org
For any other issues, contact admin@tamworthcastlefriends.org
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Booking Form
King Richard III Visitor Centre and Leicester Cathedral
Wednesday 17th June 2015
Please reserve ________ places for me on this trip at £22 per
person.
Name:

_____________________________________________

Address:

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

Telephone: _____________________________________________
I enclose a cheque for £_____________ made payable to FRIENDS
OF TAMWORTH CASTLE AND MUSEUM and a stamped, addressed
envelope.
Please complete and return this form as soon as possible to:
Sue Evans
48 Barbara Street
Tamworth
B79 7EJ
If you have any queries about this trip, please contact Sue on 01827 55916
or by email at social@tamworthcastlefriends.org
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